The Life History of Martin Foard 
of Bucoda, Washington 


formerly of Astoria, Oregon —- 1931 - 


Sometime in the dim past, perhaps two hundred or perhaps 
five: hundred years ago, a ship wreck occured on the coast of 
Jutland. Jutland is the. Danish peninsula north of and adjoining 

_ Germany. . . : 

The only evidence that portrayed a tragedy was when the- 

humble sea coast folk, living near the fjord, found, after a- 


severe storm a lot of ship wreckage that-indicated'a major ~= Tt 
marine disaster. Among the wreckage a tiny baby. boy was’ found,. > 
apparently the sole survivor of a sea tragedy. a 


The good hearted fisher folk adopted this stranger cast upon 
thts inhospitable, bleak, rocky and sandy shore and raised him. 

He was referred to as the fjord baby. As time went on the growing 
baby evolved into the: fjord» boy-and°fjord man --to distinguish: him 
from Jen's son or Ole's son and so forth. This baby was found, 
Moses-like, in the water excepting that Moses was found in the 
bullrushesconthe pleasant sunlit shores:of the Nile, placed there 

in a soft, cushioned cradle basket by the handssofan anxious 
mother.watching- and hoping-for some friendly inclined ‘individual to 
find and raise -him.:.. 

Here, however, the stern, bleak shorescof a turbulant northern 
sea end a howling-cold northern storm enacted a-play_that apparently 
wiped out a whole family excepting the baby found shivering in the 
wet sands and rocks. No trace was ever afterwards found of any 
relatives looking for or claiming the foundling.. The sea shore 
folk knew. one thing, that the baby was of their own kin; the 
Nordic white -showed-itself plainly-in the -growing«baby. Perhaps 
a roving Viking or a Scotch:-fisherman had: paid-dearly-a toll to: 
Neptune - and fate had saved the baby. 

This is the origin of the family name of Fjord as originally 
spelled. The change into Foard was adopted in the life of the 
principal of this story as simply a whimsical idea to a German 
fixation of the name in contrast to the Irish’name of Ford. The 


ancestral part was truly Scandinevian or perhaps Scotch as is 
also attested by the family neme of the mother which wes 
Sophie Christine Wonsyld. 

The Scandinevien trend of the family is also shown by @ 
certain professor Meals, POMS 5 ora, who was a son..of. sane oldest 
brother of the father of Martin Foerd,. 

This No J, Fjord was a renowned professor of eee 

at Copenhagen being one of the first ones, with Louis Pasteur, 
the Frenchman, and De La Valle, the Swede, in Europe to 

put farming and especially dairying on a scientific footing; 
studying the bacterial formation of the dairy produce; he studial 
animal husbandry as well as plant life, ete. 

The Danish government erected in his honor a marble statue 
on. the university grounds’in Copenhagen. His time of activity 
as indicated by the statue was born - 1825 , died 189° 

The father of Martin Foard was Christian Fjord born 
1800, died 6//2-1867. 

There were three boys in the family besides a fourth one 
who died during infancy: 


Lorens born died 
Carl born died 
‘Martin porn August 15, 1852 being the ~~ 


_ youngest and the only one as yet 1931 living. 

The father, Christian Fjord; was employed as steam engineer 
in a tobacco factory in Hadersleve, North Schleswig. He died 
from burns received in a steam explosion accident.. 

The school and school days had no particular attraction nor 
interest for the principal of this: story; he wes simply an 
average student, ‘oer was perhaps even below the average in so 
far as his lessons and?learning were concerned. However, an 

' incident happened to be interwoven into his life that started 
the activities in the mind and body of this chubby, little, 
friendly boy that had a lasting effect and started the activitie 
of the rover. The old Viking spirit mixed perhaps with the 
Scotch trader ‘instinct asserted itself. 

’ During . 1864 the Danish soldiers (mostly infantry) 
defended the Dukedomss Schleswig-Holstein, :then under Danish 
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dominion against secession or going over under German practi- 
tion. 

These soldiers arroused the curiosity and imagination of 
this boy then 12 years old. He fraternized freely and sold toba 
cco, cigars and nic-nacs to them at a profit - preferring this 

activity to the dull school hours. 
The countryside being in turmoil, he got by with his 
truancy without incurring the wrath and rod -of his: man teacher 
or the scolding of his parents. ; 


Under overwhelming German military pressure the. tired and - 
worn-out Danish soldiers had to retire to the dismay of our:. pe 
boy who had made many friends. However, not long = ‘and a shrill: en, 
trumpet call announced a return to excitement: the gay, quick ~ * 
light Prussian Uhlams trotted into town on their quick footed 
horses; lances and flags flying high; the horses shoes rattling- 
over the cobblestone pevement... To the boy, it was like "an 
‘other circus anonnced*. its comming ™, It was the advance guard 
of that military horde, as compared to the numbers of the op- 
posing Danes. that overwhelmed them at the Dneppler Schanzen on 
land-and at sea on the: Flensburger Fohrde. It all sealed the 
fate of Schleswig Holstein:.— being under Prussian dominion :. 
henceforth and part of the German Reich. . 

: I may here add that after the world-war a perbecite, forced. 
by the Allies on Germany, gave the northern 1/3. of Schleswig 
again to the Danes including the city of Hadersleben. 

But we are ahead of the story. After the Prussian Uhlans 
came the Hungarian Hussars, then the Prussian heavy cavalry, 

Austrian Infantry and artilery with light and heavy cannons, 
transports, etc. ee eee 

, To the youngsters in town, the circus was now complete. 
They didnot, like the older persons, see the grim tragedy and 
possible grim consequences; they only saw the gay uniforms, the 
waving and flattering flags, the shining and glittering brass 
buttons, the prancing horses, the curious cannons and the 
lumbering transport wagons loaded with large soldiers, 
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rye bread stacked like cordwood and sundry other eatables and 
goods — the commissary. 

The immagination and excitement ran high. To the boys the 
retreating Danes was a past show’ and the Prussian and Austrian 
soldiers a new and even better attraction with more and 
varied side shows. Most of the boys were very eager "to tend to 
the elephants" so to speak: including our little Martin Fjord. 
Acting like a veteran in the business, he levied a tribute of 
four shillings for each transport team to show them the correct 
road, etc. 


At one time he, sitting on one of the leading horses of a 


' transport caravan felt like a general leading a whole army, not 


into battle, but into the cozy retreat of the Hotelery or 
"Gast House Yard" of the city. 

The Scotch trading instinct asserted itself again and as 
vendor of several articles -used: by soldiers, especially 


smoking tobacco, cigars and-that dark mollasses soaked rolled 


rope like chewing tobacco, that he wes then able to sell without 
a government license — added many a schilling to his savings 
account. : 

The telegraph office of the town was occupied and taken ~. > 
over by the Germans. thé German wife of one operator was ; 
present at the scene of action. The young Danes could not yet 
talk German; the sign language was the medium of understanding. 
Mistakes were made and little Martin brought green soft soap fran 
the store when candles were wanted and so forth. Perhaps the 
other boys committed similar blunders to the amusement. of the 
foreign soldiers... ee te & 

The city of Hadersleben or Haderslev as it is spelled*in 
Danish had, in the days of this story about 3,000 inhebitants 
and was and is a small seaport on the Baltic Sea. This: seaport 
could accomodate vessels up to‘about 1,000 tons that were of 
the type that plied the Baltic and North or German ocean; trading 
with and sailing to Sweden, Norway, Finland, Russian and the 
North sea countries. 


Every boy that is born in @ city with such a sea atmosphere has 
the sailor complex. The seaman is the hero of the day; the hero 
eagerly sought by the average boy to spin his sailor yerns and 
tell his experiences of the seven seas. Nine’ tenths of the 
youngsters want to go to sea as sailors, mates or captains. 
Schleswig has furnished more than its auota of seafaring men 

to both Germany and Denmark — and, you may say the world. 

Many noteables of the later ‘German navy end merchant marine and 
especially ‘the larger steamship companies, as the North Germen 
Lloyd, the Hamburg-American Line, Woerman Tine and others, 
usually drew on Schleswig for their sailor material. Even the 
latest hero of the air transportation, Dr. Hugo Eckner is 

"a Flendsborger". Dr. Theodor Mominson, the noted archeologist 
was born in . Schleswig. Also :: Anderson that 
noted Denish children's story writer was born in North Schleswig 
Many of his writings were translated into German, English and- 
other languages. ‘ 

At the age of 14 when tedious school days were past and 
also the excitement of the war only a memory the high spot. of 
confirmation time is in order. In Europe confirmation -+= 
classes with marriage as to the order of importance in a person's 
Life..." te a 

This isthe time of the first real suit of clothes generally 
a Prince Albert coat or something near it. It is also a time 
of festivities, parties “with cakes and other dainties to eat - 
the time of presents from all the uncles and aunts - endi:the 
memory of saintly church service with its first communion linser 
long in the average persons life. 

Atter this, the call of the sea and urge for the open 
spaces of the world was felt and heeded. . : 

Our Martin Fjord enlisted as a cabin boy on. the Danish 
Bark "Johanna Maria", built at ‘Fannoe sailing under command 
of Captain Scoett from Hamburg on the 6th day of May 1867. 

‘Hamburg the great port of northern Germany, on account of 
its geographical position near the mouth of the river Elbe, is 
easily the main and largest port of central Europe. To it 
flows that stream of trade and humanity that is ever seeking 
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en outlet of expansion over the borders of its immediete sur- 
roundings. Schleswig is’ only part of its imsense hinterland, 
but in a favored position on account of its nearness. Here in 
Hamburg provincialism is out of date, the whole world plays on 
its stage: bakers end bankers, farmers. and fisherman; soldiers 
and sailors; the turbulent and timid, the prize fighter end 
preacher, all find a chance of expression here. Animals and 
men of e211 lends and climes - and ships of all seas congregate 
here as if by common consent. The theaters, dance halls,, and 
peer gardens with their gay life form the magnet for many a 
weary wanderer and many young bright boys starting on the great 
foreign journey of life., 

All this was the reason why our boy Martin selected this 
port as his entrance into the world of activity. He preferred 
Hamburg with its big ships and big activities to Hadersleben 
with its small schooner, Ebers and small yachts. 

The job as ca bin boy on the bark "Johanna Maria" did not 
turn out to be a picnic, as pictured in the mind of the average 
boy. oe . 
- Phe commands of the gruff old captain sunded rather harsh 
as compared with the soft pleading of a mother when she asks 
her "baby boy" to do chores around the house, besides - Martin 
being the youngest of the three Fjord boys had surely been the 
pet and favored one in the household. Besides the Captain Scoett 
of Apenrade ‘was Imowm as da special brutal and curt skipper... In 
fact, in those days, the gentleman captain was as yet not born— 
everyting had to be:accomplished by man labor — and the urging 
of the performance of such labor seemed to have been of more 
effect when accompanied by coarse commands and in some cases by 
. profanity. When later steam and electric power was developed arm 
used, politeness advanced on board ship as: well as elsewhere. 
This state of affairs worked similar as in. the logging camp. 
During the time of the ox and mule team much more vulgarity . ~~ 
seemed necessary to accomplish a certain result than was 
necessary with steam and electric’ engines. The engines could 
not hear. The noise, proddings and effort of an ox goader had 
no special effect on a piece of machinery. A little oil and 
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grease applied with brains "softened the EREREENCES® and 
heightened efficiency. 

The first trip of little Martin was to Rotterdam an other 
great seaport of Europe. Here he saw practically the same life 
and activity as in Hamburg.+.with the exception that the main 
language was not German with which language he was by now 
aguainted, but Dutch -(Hollend). The boy was now striding out , 
into the big, big world. 

By the time he-arrived in Rotterdam our Martin was 


thoroughly sick of condition of things and state of affairs. 


The gruff old captain seemed to specially ruffled and irriteble. 
The nervousness of the northern race seemed to assert itself 
in him. It is said that this state of affairs in individuals 
reacts in the activities and restlessness of the whole white 
race. ae os 

The ship loaded only part cargo of iron at Antwerp and 
returned to Hamburg to finish the full cargo of rail road 
material and sugar in loaf form which was in the shape of a 
dunce cap called the German Hut Zucker, destined for Hongkong 
China. 

Here at Hamburg a letter awaited thet vrought sad news: - 
the father had died. 

In those days the purial.did not take place for a week or 
10 days and Martin, the son was expected at the funeral. Upon 
pleadings the captain refused to give leave of absence, although 
there was plenty of time on account of loading, which in those 
days, on account of limited facilities took very much longer 
than nowadays’. The:-refusal was apparently end seemingly only 
by reason of meanness or perhaps as a measure of punishment. 

This act of the captain had a lestitig influence on the 2.04 
future life of the boy who could not understand such harshness 
After some delay the kindly intervention of the captain's wife 
secured for the boy the peeyee permit to go home ae "one sad 


errand. 


The trip to Hong Kong had no particular. happenings exceptiry 
crossing the equator twice on account of the rounding of Cape 
Horn. From Hong Kong the ship sailed for Saigon. Here, rice 


wes the cargo to Australia - thence with coal to Yokohama - 
thence with tee to London, England. This wes the end of the 
first big world voyage.. The wages were $6.00 a month but on 
account of breaking dishes and sundry other mishaps - at London 
he wes made aquainted with the fect thet he had nothing coming 
in fact he was: in debt. 

The good hearted ship's carpenter Broders advanced enough 
money for our Martin to go home on. A happy reunion with his 
mother and a visit of about three weeks, was the result. 

Then he went to Hamburg and got e position as seaman (light 
matrose) on the German bark "Magarethe" of Blankenese (Captain 
Mehlborger) end sailed for Vera Cruz; From there he sailed to 
Rio-de Janiero end loaded dried beef called carne cazze (2). 
Here four of the crew died of yellow fever. , 

From then he went to Rio Grande. While in this port the 
French Prussian war broke out and all the German ships in 
harbor had to lay up in fear of the French Nevy. 

The Saloons of a city (a place when intoxicating liquors are 
sold) was in those days a meeting plece of the business men end 
prodossiqnetp as well as the politions. end farmers, etc. 

‘Generally the seafering men congregated at a convenient 
Saloon nearest ‘the waterfront to talk over their problems - 
business, etc’., and broadcast then by word of conversation 
their experiences, etc’. : 

At one of those "proadcasting places" our captain 
(Mehlborger) heard a certain American captain relate the acci- 
dentel finding of an unchartered and unnemed island near the 
equator on which his ship was nearly wrecked during his last 
voyage. While ‘there ‘the American capteints curiosity was arrouged | 
as to the identity of this island bad managed to land in a 
calm sheltering cove. 

He found that many ships were wrecked; the beach. was strewn 
with ropes, brass, copper and iron in the shape of chains, 
rigging and so forth. Especially a copper and brass fitted wood- 
en man of war (war ship) - the iron ones were not then as yet 
in use, had also left"its bones!" there. Our captain took in 
the conversation noted in particular the supposed location — 
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and was willing - on eccount of his enforced inectivities, on 
account of the war, to try 4 venture that called for dering 
and thet might pey a big profit if successful. 

He wes willing to take a chence - running the blockade 
of the French wer ships thet leid in wait outside the herbor 
for any strey German ships that could be ceptured as war prizes, 
sail to the island and load ships' wreckage for Hamburg. On:: 
account of; the war this-was: no” éasy: matter and a sailing ship 
needs a tow. boat, pilot, ete. if it hed been a steamer the 
get away and eluding the French war ships would be much more 
simple.. However, our captain wes a good bluffer — and the 
vest of it wos every one that kmew of the scheme or hed an 
inkling hed so little faith in its thet the matter wes 
only thought lightly of.-: Meny thought that the ceptein never 
meant to carry out his idea or thought him an other "crazy 
Dutchmen" and let it go at that. 

“So one morning the captain called the crew aft and ex- 

plained matters, the risk involved es to being captured by 

a French man of war lying outside and being meade war prisoners —- 
the rich reward, if every thing happened correct - of big 
profits of a ship load of ships' material and the risky return 
+o Hamburg to sell the loot. He agreed to divide the profits 
with the men on ships'shares according to wages received, etCe, 
ete. All agreed to the scheme j every one was eager for adven- 
‘ture, enthusiasm ran high. 

The captain however cautioned silence, went quietly eshore 
and hired an extre crew so as to heve plenty of mean power for ouid& 
action to hendle the sails in a get away from the Frenchmen end 
in handling the cargo. He also bought mechinery and tackle 
“in ebundence so as to facilitate loading, etc. He certainly was 
a good organizer and ey no capeniee and was very shrewd and 

: agressive. 

On a rainy, foggy dark ndight we went to sea, covering our 
lights. The weather kept in our favor so as to elude the 
waiting Frenchmen. We steered by compass to our destination and ~ 
very nearly, on account of the ecuatorial rains and poor 
visability, ran on shore ourselves. 


me 


However, luck was with us. ‘We found the sheltering bey and 
upon landing found every thing fully as described by the 
American captain. We had made no fools errant. k 

The ship's carpenter had built a barge. From some sails we 
erected a tent on shore, every man excepting two to watch the 
Ship went ashore and worked with a will’ 

On shore they lived Robinson Crusoe style with plenty 
provisions to eat supplemented with big turtles and other eatables | 
from the’ island. Some of the turtles were so big that it took 
four men to turn them on ther backs after being captured. 

Turtle eggs and birds eggs galore;when they found only one 
egg in a nest it was good , when more than one then they had to 
beware of bad ones. home - ; 

Fish in the bay and ocean shore also a plenty, could be 
caught with a simple open sack. _ 

They all enjoyed the "outing" it was. a grand picnic 
with a possible great monetary reward - but hard work. Rowing 
the boats and barge through the breakers was an effort;. many. 
times all hed to swim, end ou¥ little Martin could not swim, 
but luck was with him. % 

It took about three weeks loading time. - Before. they left 
the island they erected a cairn and placed therein in a stone 
jar provision tobacco and tea also instructions. when to dig for 
fresh water, how to catch fish and turtles, etc. This was for 
any possible “ship wrecked mariners who should chance to wreck 
on this island and be in distress. 

The island is about 10 miles in circunference. . At one place 
a vessel from Manilla had gone ashore. Thew was grass only on 
this island and they named it on this account Gress Esland. 

After finishing loading the ship (they) headed for St. 
Thomes: and were able to stow away 80 lbs hogsheads of molasses. 


The little vessel was now fully loaded and away they sailed for 
the home port Hamburg. 

-By this time the news was received that the war wes over. 
Every one on board ship wes jubilant. They all felt like heroes; 
did they not alude the French war ships? . 
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Arriving in Hamburg, they were received as conquoring 
heroes. ‘The whole ship's crew was invited by the chamber of 
commerce for a big dinner and were feted and much made of as 
"the dare devil crew of the little shiv Margurita of Bankenese™ 
who dered and did the unbelievable, to sail the seas in time of 
war. They surely had a good time —- and the best of it was the +02 
monetary return, besidesthe glory amounted, as:in the case of , 
seaman Martin Foard, the 256 Prussian dollers. 

This time our little Martin felt like a big, big man with 
money in his pockets; he visited his mother in the home town for 
about two months. 

The lure of the sea was too great, like a magnet he was 
drawn to the city of Bremen, the second greatest sea port of 
Germany and signed up as able seaman on the American ship 
"Josiah Le Hale" of Newberry port. 

The mind of Martin Foard was in San Francisco where an older 
brother Lorentz was foreman of a ship's drydock and this goal 
he hed set for himself,hence the American vessel. 

The Josiah L Hale was bound for Bakers Island to load guano. 
to ther disappointments the loaded shin seiled for England, 

On Bakers Island the whole crew took sick - perhaps poisoned 
by the guano- and the vessel had to call in at Apia, Samoa Island 
and most of the crew inclusing our Martin went in the hospital 
about three weeks. During the time native tribes (different 
factions) were fighting on Samoa. ? 

(ve) had very stormy weather on the trip to Overnstown ? for 
orders. Then the ship was condemned as unfit to sail further, 

The crew was sent to London. From then he shipped in an American 
ship called "Pharos". Captain Schwab again from Newberry Port end 
sailed to Melbourne, Australia. This was a rather long trip, 
however the captain's wife was along and her presence and influ- 
ence gave a home-like atmosphere to everything and made a 

tedious trip pleasant. 

At Melbourne the ship wes waiting for a charter. On this 
ship was an other sailor by the name of Martin Anderson with 
whom a bosom friendship wes struck. This pal could not. get 
along with the second officer (the second officer‘in any ship 
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is the driving force or forman of the crew). This Martin 
Anderson decided to leave the ship. The attachment between 
these pals wes strong enough’ to induce our Martin Foard to 
leave with him - although the shin wes bound for San Frencisco, 
the goal our Martin hed in mind - to the gold end homey, sunny 
California. ; ; 
Four of the sailors left in a bunch end strolled up the 
Ballard Road, This road had a bad reputation in those deys -: 
robbers infested the countryside. However, all soon found 
work on 2a farm. Had to stert at 3 o'clock in the morning to 
pick and vrepare vezetables for the eerly market at the wages of 
one shilling a day and board+ hard work at thet’. They worked 
about six weeks even then glad enough to find the way back to 
. Melbourne to ace eel a spon A sailor sometimes makes a poor 
landsman.. . rel 5 
Here at Melbourne they found and shipned on an other 
Americen Lnioeacien “Whittier” ‘bound for San Francisco. 
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original manuscript, 2 continustion of The Life of Martin Foard - 
-see p. ll, para. 5: 

_.for three weeks was there during the time when different 
factions where fighting. From there we sailed for Svernstown 

for orders. Had very stormy weather goin home and ship was 
condemned in Svernstown and crew sent to London... After a: few 
weeks ship in Amer. Ship called, and goin to SP, so now where 
on our way to good old S.F. And now my old ship I left in 
Melbourne was on the way to S.F. also. 

, My aime. was to come to S. FP. and with money when I came: 
there although my Bros offered at time to send me money so I 
could come to him. Wee had 72 days to S.F. and that was my 
last trip to sea. My arrival 22 Oct 1872. : 

Now I will write my meeting in S.F. I had a time to get 
ashore and sent a letter with the boatman to my brother but some-- 
how he never got it. The boatman was Stanly Brown end of course 
he would to send us to sea to earn his profit. 

We were four pals that always stuck together. Nameof those 
were: Martin Anderson, Wm. Whalgren, Andrew Carlsee and self. 
We all wanted to go but we did not want to g0 (to) sailor's 
boarding house, 7 A 

So one day we.told the boatman wee would leave if he him- 
self would garentee to get us a stop on board (hot hire). So 
he said he would and we went with him.and came ashore and as 
I said wee went to Browns Boarding, one of the worst in 
San Frencisco. We staid around for a couple airs and ask the 
Runner if he would take us to some show, sure he would (more — 
“hot hire). 1 left my coat and hat on the table and went out 
in the yard and then I saw my chence to get over the fence and 
out to the alley, and went in a hurry to Pacific Street to the 
Atlantic Hotel where I found Mr. Book, the propriotor end told 
_him whet I had done. And he said don't worry, I will take care 
of you and send for your, brother. : “My brother was Supt..of the 
first - ‘Hunters Point. Dry Dock. hime 

(I) staid at the Atlantic Hotel that night. Next day Lorens. 
(ay) brother came and (I) told him. I said I was going to be 
paid of the next day, Tuesday. (I) got merits clothes. My 
brother went with me and next day he went with me down to 
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Brown's and my brother (asked him) what he had done with letters 
thet was sent ashore. He said I think they were mailed (by) 

my boetman, Always atend to this, he must have lost them 
coming in the boat. 

My brother (told*him) I:want.his (my) clothes and (the: 

_ proprietor said) he gave me my clothes already, locket up in 
a room and one of the boyes had already gone.to sea, 

Wm. Whalgren staid in San Francisco but made severel imtee ; on 
the boat. So did Martin Andersen. He went to Columbia River ands 
so did Wm. Whalgren and I followed them in 1879. 

; I started a Boarding House in Astoria and lot of the boyes 
E know staid with me, including my 01d friend and pal, Cris 
Svensen, Uncle Cris as my children use to call him. Cris and I 
stardet the first Fair Wind Coffee House in Astoria and done 
wele. 

1881 I met J. J. Stokes of Almerate, Cal. He at that time 
worked for A. V. Allen, a store, a grocerie store, end he was 
boarding at the Fair Wind and. wee talk once about starting 
a store wich we did after he went dowm to consult with his 
father in Almerata, J. de Stokes, Sr. In the meantime, in the 
spring of 1879 I bought some rings and wreckege of the Greet 
Republic National (which) went ashore on Sand Island.. Captain 
Dorgis was pilot and old S. W. Case let me have the ia and 
no better” banker on the coast. 

After that I bought the old Harvest Home: that went ashore 
on Long Beach I. A’. Lomis was my partner in this and so wes it 
that Foard and Stokes firm got in and bought one Wessele (vessel) 
after the other, = | 
, I could name them. I remember on North Beach wee had 
Harvest Home and bark Whislter, Stir: Caloma, Bkt Whislter, 
Sailor Boy and German Bark Patrimfos of Hambourg, and Grace 
Roberts, ons Shoalwater Bay; Dewey Dungardi, English Bark, 

Ab Cooper, English Bark, south of Columbia; Cairnmore, Fnslish 
loaded with cement, two or tree (three) more including one pilot 
boat, the Cousin that drifted in’ 

Some of our experiences thet we mede money out of 


arid some wee lost. - 
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In 1882, I think J. J. S. sold out to F. R. Stokes, his 
brother. Later J. J. Sv.went to Alaska. In 1907 Foard 
(and) Stokes sold out to Ross Higgins and Co., and others and 
went to Bucoda, Wash. where they had bought a mill of Blagen of 
.Portland and gave our timber. We had bought this (timber) in 
. 1902, January. sgl, ee ec a a — 

“Our partners in (the) -Bucoda mill to start was Bentzer and 
Whipple and F, R. Stokes and self. Bentzer and Whipple sold 
out and (that left).F. R.. Stokes and.selfi: Tookvin: Pi. P. Knights 
In October 1927 I lost my partner, after being partners for near’ 
46 years. After that P. L. Stokes took his place and M. F., 
F. L. Stokes and P. F. K. (were in partnership). 
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San Francisco the metropolis end marine center of the 
west coast of North America basked as yet in the glory of 
the gold excitement, the spirit of 48-49 wes as yet in the air 
in so far as business and money making was concerned. The 
trade with the Columbia River country wes always looked upon as 
a remmerator. i 

The Columbia River basin was able to ship the much needed 
lumber - also salmon and oysters from ; » wheat and dairy 
products. The trade was carried on in those days by sail 
schooners, which were later displaced by steamers, and in 
recent years by motor boat, rail road and gas motor. 


- handwritten page on brown paper - 


Mertin C. Fjord 

Born in Haderslev August 15/52 of poor parents —:after 
confirmed went to Hamburg on 6th of May 1867 and went on board 
of a Danish Bark called Johanna Maria - went to Antwerp for vart of 
cargo end back to Hamborg and took on Rail Road Street and was 
to sail for Hong Kong China received sed news that my father died 
and my cruel captain could not see or would not let me go home. 
to place I was born to berry my father but true to good nature of 
his wife finely got him to agree to let me go it was only a-half 
day by rail road so I went, ceme back in three days and our ship 
where ready to sail and our ship Johanna Maria started with 
Captain Skott - we had a long and tiresome trip at least it was 
for me 187 days in the Ohina Sea we had a tiffone and lost part 
of our riggen - the captain who proved to be a real cruel man and 
believe me. I wes captain boy and the hardest place in ship as 
everybody know exspessly in forming ships, and many times I was: 
punish for braking dishes and so. fort however was landet in Hong 
kong and our captain staid ashore as he used to sail with collis 
on a China Coast his being first trip with a white crew and did 
not know how to treat men only by roat and strapv and many times I 
would have done something to end it. all but I was always thinking 
of my poor mother I left alone after my fathers dead and my hold | 
ambition was to see her once more only being 15 years old I did 
not what to do so I. took it all once /Captain gave a party at 
Hong Kong on poard of ship and z happen: to fall and broke some 
dishes for wish he finish’ me awful so blood where comming out of 
my ears, but our second officer came to my rescue after that he 
came from same place RE was born and knew my father and mother and. 
took money out of his own ‘pocket to by so.my cruel captain never ie 
know of it - and he kept it until we:rarrived home or rather - 
‘London were we seiled from Hong Kong to a place called Seig Gong - 
for Sidney, Australia and after discharging rice we loaded coal fa 
Jokohamer and there thank god we got a cergo of tea for London 
and all this time my good second mate habf whenever he could else 
life would not he word leaving in London I was paid of after beirg 
away 2 yeers -my wages- being 6.00 dollars per month Danish money 


tics 


but here thet evil cruel- captain showed his lest card by charging 
me six dollers for dishes I broke: ammounting to 39.00 Danish so 

I just had enough money to get home and all his time during his 

2 years I wes thinking of helping my mother ( nowever : 26° years 
after wich I will tell later) 
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